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an alternative end, is explained away as necessarily determined from behind by antecedent conditions, so as really to be a linear continuation of an infrangible series, and reduce the apparent problem between a better and a worse to an illusion. Thus an unmoral cosmos gives an unmoral human life; and to take away ideal affections from the Soul of souls is to bring a blight upon the possibilities of conscience anywhere.
Such appear to me the ethical disqualifications of the theories hitherto reviewed. Were their authors then destitute of moral affections and convictions ? What copious indications of the contrary their lives and writings afford, no reader of the foregoing pages can fail to observe. The philosopher's thought is seldom the exact, and never the coloured, photograph of himself: it shows him as he sits still and meditate^, not as he lives and moves and has his oeing"* ak'?l dfel we, see him in the flush of indignation, or tjje^ surprise of grief, or the melting of contrition, startling anaagesWould pass before us that would seem impossible to emerge from that calm statuesque* figure. He is not an intellectual automaton stirred by the wires of speculation ; the instincts of nature rush in, and interpolate many^a burst of action and affection which the logical reason cannot overtake. With a noble inconsis-- tency, all the great writers whose doctrine we have studied betray the tenacious vitality of the intuitive consciousness of duty, throughout the very process of cutting away its philosophic roots ; and Plato, in his e divine wrath ' at the tyrant flung into Tartarus; Malebranche, self-extinguished in the Absolute Holiness ; Spinoza, lifted from the thraldom of passion into the freedom of Infinite Love ; Comte, on his knees before the image of a Perfect Humanity, are touching witnesses to the ujadyirag fires of moral faith and aspiration.
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